
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A25126 Form 3

To be completed by Local Gouncils, lnternal Brainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities":
. where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded €25,000 but did not exceed

*{5 million; or
. where the higher of gross incorne or gross expenditure vvas 825,0G0

or less but that:
. are unable to certiff themselves as exempt {fee payable}; or
. have requested a limited assurance review ffee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025126
1. Every smaller authority in England that either reeeived gross income or incuned gross expenditure

exceeding e25,000 rnust oomplete Forn 3 of the Annual Govemance and Accountability Returrr at the
end of eaeh financial year in aceordance with ProperPracfices.

2" The Annual Govemance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
. The Annual lntarnal Audit Report must be compleled by the authori$'s internal auditor"
. Sections I and 2 must be ccnrpleted and approved by the authority.
. Section 3 is completed by the extemal auditor and wiil be retumed to the autherity.

3. The authori$ nnust approve Section 1, Annual Governance Staternent, before approving Seclion 2,
Accounting Staternents, and both must be approved and published on the authority websitelrrebpage
hefore I July 382S.

4. An authori$ with either gross inccnre or gross expenditure exceeding I25,CIS0 or an aulhorfu with
neither incorne non expenditure exceeding €25,&00, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, cn is
requesting a limited assuranee revielv, must return to the external auditor by ennail or post {not both}
no latar than 30 June 202$ Rerninder letterc will incur a charge of €40 +VAI
" the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together wlth

" a bank reeonciliatlon as al31 March 2$26
. an explanation of any significant year on year veriances in the accounting staternents

" notifieation of the commencemenl date of the period far the exercise of public rights
. Annual lnternalAudit Report 2025/26

Urrless requested, do not seird any additional docunents to your extennal ar"rditar. Your external auditan will
ask for any additional doeurnents naeded.

Once the external auditor has completed the lirnited assurance review and ls able to give an opinian, the
Annual Governanee and Accountability Return Seetion 1, $ection ? and $ection 3 - External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by ernail or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. authonities rnust pub'lish the following infonmation on the
authori$ websitefi;vebpage:

Before 1 July 2025 authorities must publish:
. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the ace,ounting statements
are as yet unaudited;
. Seetion ,| - Annual Govemance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4
. Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025126 approved and signed, page 5

hlot later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

" Notice of conclusion of audit
. $ection 3 - External Auditor Report and Gertificate
. Sections I and 2 cf AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. lt
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by localelectors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual lnternalAudit Report, page 3.

"ficr a complete isl of Dodres lial rnay be smarreraufhor?rres referfo scf?ed&ie 2 to ths Lace,l Audit and Accountabiti/ir Act 2014.
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Griidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return {AGAR} 2025/26
' The authority must comply with Pruper Pracficss in cornpleting Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR . Prcper

Practtbes are found in the Pracfifibners"Gurde" which is updated from tirne to time and eontains everything
needed to prepare sucessfully for Sre financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external ar.rditor.

' Make sure that fte AGAR is complete {no highlighted boxes left empty) and is prcp€rly signed and dated. Any
$*w?d/7wilsm{atbepgatdby*baabailandpryiyintdta?d.

" The authority should receive and note the Annual lntemalAudit Report befcre approving the Annual
Govsmance Staternent and the accounts.

. use the chacklist provided beloric to review theAGAR for completeness before retuming it to the external
auditor by email or post {not httr} no later than 30 June 2026

. The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by lhe agenda or rninute reterences, erren where approved on the same day.

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) mr,.rst certiff the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authorfu must in tfris ordec consider, approve and sign the accounts"

. The RFO is required to cornmene the puHic righb period wttich must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this exeluds weekerds ard public holidays) nhich rntst include *re first 10 working days of July.

. You rnust infonn your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Offtcar or
Chair, and provide relevant authortty owned generic email addrcsses and telephone numhrs.

. Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any short-term inyes&rrents, note theif value on the bank
reconcilialion. The eXemal auditor must be able to aEree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5), An explanation must be provided of any difference betrreen Sox 7 and Eox
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practrtrorrcrs'Gurde*.

. Elplain fully significant variances in the acmunting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of fie detailed
accounting records instead of this explanalion. The extemal auditor wants to know trat you understand the
reasons for all uariances. lnclude complete numerical and narative anaflrsis to support the fultvariance.

. Additionaleosts may be incuned if additional auditwork is required.

' Make sure that the acrcounting statements add up and that the balance canied forward tom the previous year
{Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the cunent year {Box t of 2026).

' The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set tre cornmencement date for the
exereise of pubNic rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include tfre first 10 working days of July.

. The authofty must publish on the authority websiteA*ebpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Amounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the extemal auditor before t July ?0?6

t/|iave all hiEhlighted boxes hava b*en completed?Al! sectian*

Hss all additionai infon*etion requested, including *he dates set for the period
for the exercise cf publie rights, been provided for the external auditor?

lntemalAudit Report ,lr/Ftawallhighlightedbcxesbeancompletedbytheinternalauditorandexplanationsprovided?

Seclion 1 For any statemenl to wirich the rcspons€ is'no', has an explanation been published? 4/
Has the Responsible Financial Offcer signed the accounting stateraents before
presentation to the suthority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been co*firmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation o{ significant variations been published where required?

Has the ha*k reconciiistion as at 31 March 20?6 bee* r*conciled to Scx 8?

$ection ?

N/ (.Has en explanalion of any difference between Box 7 and Bcx I been provided?

S=clrl.rs i "1r 
.: .: Trust funds * have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a

sole rnanaging tru$tes? NB: do nat send trust acsunting stai*rnents *nless requested. t-.
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Annual lnternal Audit Repo* 2025126

www. gulworthyparishcouncil. gov, u k

Suring the financialyear ended 31 March 20?6, this autlrority's internal auditar acting independently *nd on the
basis of an s$$ess:nent of risk, earried out a s*lective assessment of connpliance with ihe relevant procadures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence fr*rn the authority.
The intemql audit for e0?5/?S has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned csverage.
On the basis of the frndings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are surnrnarised !n this table. Set
out below ara the objeetives of intemal eontral and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the e*ntrol ebjectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authoritv.

For any otter risk areas ldentXed by this autfrority adeguate controls exis&ed ilist any ather risk areas on separate sheets if reeded).
Date(s) intemal auciit undertaken Name of person who canied out the intemal audit

06ta7t2026 K J Snooks

Sig**ture of person wh*
carried r:ut the internal audit

{iA. Appropriate acmunting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year,

B. This authonly cornpiied with its financial regulalions, payments were supported by invoices, alt
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted fqr.

C. This authority assessed the signifrcant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
these.cf anengemeftts ta ,/:

D. The precept or rales raquirement rcsulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. t{

E. Expeeted incorne was fully received, based on cnrrect prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and
VAT appropriately accounted fcr.

G. Salaries to employea$ and allowances to rnernbers were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly appltgd.

H. Asset and investmenB registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. {i
,/ 11

l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were property canied oul during the year.

J. Accounting statcmenls prepard during the year\Mere prepsr# on the conect acccunting basis {rceipts
and payments or ineome and expenditur*), agreed to the cash hook, supported by an adequale audit
trail fram underlying reeords and where appropriate debtars and creditors were property recrrded.

K. lf the authority certified itself as exernpt from a limitred assurane review in ?.024ft5, it met the
exernption criteria and c*rrectly declared itself exempt. {f the authorrty had a limhed assurance

covered")reyrbw of ifs 2A24/25 AGAR tick "nat

L. The authori$ published the required information on a websiteturebpage up to date at the tirne of the
intemal audit in accodance with the relqvanl legislation.

i{. in the year eovered by this AGAR, the authority conectly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by lhe Accounts and Audit Regulations (duing the 2A2il26 AGAR period,
were public rights in re/afnln ta the 2A24-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
autharity apprayed mmutes confirming lhe dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirementg for 2024/25 AGAR
(see4GAR Page 1 Guldance No{esl.

O. The aulhority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data
compliance.

P. {For local councils only}
Trust funds (including charitable) - Tlre council met its responsibilities as a trustee.
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Section f - Annual Governance Staternent 2S25126

We acknowledge as the rnernberc af:

GULWORTHY PARISH COUNCIL

Gur respoRsibility for ensuring thet there is a sound system ef internal control, including arrangements for
the preBaratian of the Accounting $tatements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respeet to the Accounting Staternents for the year ended 31 March 2S26, that:

*Flease prcvide *xplanati*ns tc the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No'rEsponse and descrihe
how the authortty will eddress the weaknasses identified. These sheats must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annua{ Governanee $tatenrent was approved fft a
r$eetiflg of the authority 0n:

06f47t2a26

and rec*rded as minute re{erence:

1A.A2

www. g u lworthypa ris h cou nci L gov. u k

$igned by the Chair and Clerk of lhe meeting where
approval was given:

fhair

Clerk

l. Wa have put in placa anangements for efiective financial
rnsnsgemant during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statem6nt$.

prcpared ifs accoufitfig siafe/renfs rrl accordance
ryiti tie Accounts and Audrl Regu/atiars.

2. We rnaiatained an adequal,e syslem of intemal conkol
including measuros designed to preyent aild detect fuaud
and conuption and reviewed its effe€{iveness.

rnade p*per anangeilelrts aBd acc€pfad rcsporsrbirrfy
far safeguarding the Wblic rnonet, and resolrces in
ds ctsrge.

3. We have assured ourseh€s that ltlere gre no matte$
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations end PBper Pradice$ that muld have a
signifcant financial eflbct on the ability of rhis
authority to conduct its business ot manege its
ftn*nces.

fias o*/y dore urhat rl has lie iega, power lo do a*d ias
camplied with Proper Pracfrbes i* doing so.

4. Vi/e p*rvid6d piope. oppeitrinity during the year fai"
the exeici$e of eleetofls'rights in acccrdance with the
requirements of the Acc$unt$ and A.udit Regulations.

duing the year gaye arl persons i.rteresfad tt e oppo ftunry to
,inspeca and ask guestbns abouf tftis arraionty's a6cour?ls.

5. We cerded out 6n assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate stegs to manage those,
risks, induding the introdudion of intemal conkole andror
extemal insurance cover where requird.

aorsrdered and docurnented the financial and other nsks it
faces arrd dean with ther* propedy.

S. We ffiaintained throughout the y€ar an adequate and
effeotive system of intemal audit of fre actountinE
records and control sy$iems.

arrar,ged for a &npefenf persoq independent af the fr,ancra,
cortrcrs and proc€dureg to give an objectiva vipw on whether
in{ernal mnfiols meel tie needs of t}is srnalbrauthatry.

7. We toot( appropriate actisn on all rnatters raised
in reports tom intemal and extemsl audit.

resporded fr ilrafrers bro&grr, to its attention by intemal and
extemal audit.

8. l,lXe uonBidered wffether any litigation, liabilities or
eommiilrents, evcnts or transqctions, oc,cuffing either
during or ater lhe year-end, have a financi*l impect on
this sulhority and, Irhere appmpriate, haye induded &em
in the accounting stateroents.

disciosed eyeryti, ing it shauld have alout r*s iusiness acfi'vrfy
duning the yearrnc/vdihgr events taking place aflertlre year
end if relevant.

9. {F*r lueal o*unrils only} Trust funds lnrluding
thsril*ble- ln 6ur iapaciry es the $e$s $ranaging
trustss lve disehergod our e.€oiintalility
reBBofisibilitie$ for the fund{s}laesets, Inekding
firrancial teperting and, if reguirad, independent
exsminatian cr audit

has ,mel a/, ofds reqponsibrldres wiere, as a body
carryrate, # is a soie managing truslee of a loca,
tusf orfuusls.

i

{
{0. \r1re haye put in place anangernents for the e$eciive lT

and data managernent in accodance with proper
practices duilng ths year under leview.

fias made sartabre arrangernents forl'fs lf a*d data
ma*age$rent and has complied with properprar*bes ;'7r

doring so.
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Section 2 * Aecaunting Statements 2S2S/2S fsr

GULWORTHY PARISH COUNCIL

1. Balances brought
forward 23,800 23,891

Iolal baiances and reseryes a{ lhe beglnni,'ng ef llre year
as reevded in the {inancial reeords. Value musf agree
to Box 7 of prevrbus year.

2. (+) Preept or Rates and
Levies 7,069 7,422

Total amaunt of precept (or for /OBs rafes and Jeubs,)
rccerVed or receryable in the year. Exciude any grants
recrejyed.

3, (+) Total other receipts
2,756 25,672

Iofal inc,orne orreceipls as recorded rn flre cash$oojr jess
flie precepl or rafeVleyr'es recewed (line 2). lnclude any
granfs recered.

4. (-) Stafr costs

5,078 5,577
Iclal expendrture orpaymells rnade lo a*d on behalf
af all employees- Jrclude gross sa/anes and wageg
ernployerc Nl wnlributians, *mp/oyers penslbn
conlrrb{diry}s, gra{urlres arld seyerance paymenfs.

5. (-) Loan interesUcapital
repayments 0

Tatal expenditure ar paymenls of capffal and i'bferes{
rnade du#ng the year an f$e authonty's borrowhgs {if any},

6. (-) All other payments
4,656 25,616

Iotal expendiiore or pay*ents as reerded m ftle casi-
book less slafforsrs (line 4) and taan inferes{/capifal
repayments {!!rlg 5).

7. {=) Balances canied
fonrard 25,792

Iofal baiances and reserues at tlre end of fhe year.
musf equa, {t+2+3) - (4*S+6,1.

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 23,891 25,792

Ihe sum oi all cunent and deposrf bank accouniq cash
iold,;ngs and shorl Jerm inyesfmenfs fie/d as af 31 Marc* *
Io agree w?fi 0anlr recorcifiafcn

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investrnents
and assets

12,274 12,274
7'he vaJue of a/l ltre properly the aullrcrify owns - iJ rs made
up of all its fired assels and lang term inyestmenls as af
3l March.

10. Total borrowings
0

Ihe oufstandriig capital balance as af 3l Marcft of all Joans
fram third pafties (including PWLB).

tl Do the figures in the
accounting statemeRts above
exclude any trust transacliens?

Forgudance refisrlo lhe Pracfitt'oners'Guide sec&bns ?.3f to 1.33.

I certifo that for the year ended 31 March 20?6 the Accounting
St*tements in this Annual Govemance and Accountability
Return have been pnepared on either a receipts and payment*
or incorne and expenditure bash following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for SmallerAuthorities - a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the frnancial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

ldtha 
1

Dare oY/ot /zo4 .

I confirm that these Accouflting Statements were
approved by this authorig cn this date:

06t07t2026

as rec*rderj iir i,,rinr.tte :'eIer*nce:

10.03

Signed by Ch$r of the rneeting where the Accaunting
were approved

Annuai Governance and Accountabiiitv Retum 2fi?51?6 Fcrrn 3
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025J26

ln respect of GULWORTHY PARISH COUNCIL

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as audihrrs to compiete a limitad as$uranca revieur is set out by the National Audit Offire (NAO). A frnit*d
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constikte an audit canied out in accordance with lntemafional
Standards on Auditing {UK & lreland} and henee it do*s not pruvide the same level of assurance that such an audit wpuld.
The UK Govemment tras detennined frat a lorner level of assurarre than that provided by a full stafutory audit is appropnate
lcr thoee local publh bodies witr the lovrest leds of spending.

Under a limited assuran*e review, the audibr is responsible {or reviewing Sestions 1 and 2 of *e Annual Governance and
Aceruntability Return in accordance with hlAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 {ASN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
C*rnp$ol*er and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available *om the NAO website -
https:/&vww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practicelguidance-and-information-for-auditor# .

This authority is responsible.for ensuring that its {inancial rnanagernerlt is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of intcrnal control. The authority prepares an Annual Govemance and Accountability Return in
a*c*rdance with Fraper Fraefrces whieh:
. surnmarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 202$ and
' confirms and provides &ssuianoe on those rnatters that are relevant to our duties and responsibililies as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025126

iil3ifut::i :irl oiia we

si)rrp: i:

3 External auditor certificate 2025ft6
We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 202S

fxtern*l Audit*r Narile

External Auditor Signature

.i:: basis
sf lhe

of trit revievr
the i I ft.r, :i i.llil i1 tn 1 r,i I r.i 2 Anrual Gcvern;xce and Accountability Return is in

:l.i:i., :i i'iInlJ t0 CAIrS* for .la:'i-1"r'j ihal relevafll e*d reguiatsry requireraents nol been nt:i
sprr(}prist*).

on a separate shaet if requirsd)
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